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My Young Days’ Hawaii Gilbert Joseph Perry (member)

Since 2008, I have been a couple member of Hawaii Senior Life Enrichment Association with my queen,
Emiko Ishigaki Perry. I really enjoy the program, Friday Luncheon at Yacht Club, even though I can’t
understand Japanese. Sorry! Now, I am 88 years-old, was born on February 13tk just one day before
Valentine’s Day, 1922 in beautiful Honolulu, Hawaii, near the zoo. I have magnificent young days’ memories,
growing up in big family, father, mother, grandfather, grandmother, uncle, auntie and young sister, totally
eight members. There was big courtyard with chicken house, rabbit house and family farm with lettuce,
carrot, potato, onion, pumpkin, squash, banana, mango, and avocado, etc. Also there was a wine cellar at the
basement. My grandpa liked to stay at the basement. One day, he invited his little grandson Gilbert and said
“Come here, and taste it.” This was my first wine tasting. “Don’t tell your mummy. It’s a secret. ” grandpa
said. The taste was not good for little Gilbert, but my good memory of him.

On Christmas day, we celebrated with good foods such as baked chicken, delicious rabbit, many homemade
vegetables, and homemade ice-cream and cake. And of course homemade wine. But I and young sister
enjoyed hot cocoa.

Still now, I like to drink cocoa or chocolate, and of course I like to drink wine. Since I married with my queen,
Emiko, I love to eat Japanese food and to taste Japanese Sake. May we live a long married life together.
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